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the sanguine expectations we may have previously formed.
At the present moment the leading states of Europe
maintain armaments far larger than were dreamed of a
century ago; and governments devote a most dispropor-
tionate amount of their skill, energy, and revenue to per-
fecting their military organization. The continent bristles
from end to end with bayonets. Nearly four millions of
men are annually withdrawn from peaceful avocations to
learn the business of mutual slaughter. The mere pre-
paration for war involves this terrible tax on the manhood
of the nations. War itself demands far more numerous
victims. Its outbreak at once doubles or trebles the
armies; and were they all on a war footing at the same
time, something like twelve million men would be under
arms together. And, be it remembered, these calculations
take no account of the various navies. If sailors were
counted as well as soldiers, some hundreds of thousands
would have to be added to the appalling totals already
given. All these millions of men are armed with the
most powerful weapons science can devise. Year by year
new inventions are pressed into the service of warfare,
and a large portion of the cultivated intellect of mankind
is employed in improving the organization of armies, and
rendering more deadly the instruments and appliances
they use. In other departments of life expense is the
barrier which limits improvement. For the business of
destruction alone wealth is poured out like water, and
the nations tax themselves up to their utmost capacity,
undertaking burdens which seriously sap the springs of
industry, and hinder the development of commerce. It
has been calculated that in one year Europe spends upon
her armies and navies, including the loss caused by the
withdrawal of men from productive labour, as well as the
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